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PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL:

PROPOSED RATL AYS & (1) GUYRA TO DORRIGO: (2) CASINO TO

At various tires and from various sources
representations have been made that the work of constructing
the railway lines from Guyra to Dorrigo, apd Casino te
Bonalbo, should Dbe Pewconmenced. Both of these works were
begun in 1929, and some One Hundred Thousand odd pounds was
expended on each. Owing to the stringent financial position
the worl was discontinued in 1930, The question to be
considered now is whether in the 1light of our present financial
position, and the general development of tpansport, we should
carry these two works to completions

GUYRA TO DOR IGO0 DATL AL:

, g far as the Guyra Lo Dorrigo railway 1s concerned,
this covers a distance of 89 miles, and has been the centre
of agitation for many years. There is no question that
there has always been the very strongest need for a west

to east connection in the north, and it is gafe Lo say that
had any one of these across country lines been puilt years
ago it would have had a very marked effect on the develop~
ment of the State. Actually speaking the 1line which would
probably have served the best purnose would have heen a :
continuation of the i‘opes-inverell route through Glen

Tnnes to Grafton, bubt something always appeared to prevent
this connection, and, ultimately, the people of the north
and northewest concentrated on the Dorrigo-Guyra route

with the ides that 1% wovld be ultimately linked with
Tnverell and thus glve a trunk route connection from the
northewest to the coaate. The fact that a line had heen
built from CGlenreagh bo the Dorrigo enhanced the possibili=-
ties of this route, even though this particular section has
a most daifficult grade, which would always be costly to
negotiate and would have a material effect on running costs.

If one were congidering the matter from the view
point of some years ago, even with the estimated loss of
some £118,000 a year, this line would be justified from a
developmental point of view, particularly if 4t were
connected with Inverell. Ag it is we must deal with the
problem as we have 1t at the present. First of all the cost
is verv great, and, even though it would give a great deal
of employment directly and indirectly, it is doubtful
whether such an expenditure is justified in view of the 5 .
financial position of the railways ab the pregsent time. : |
The strongest argument used in favour of such & route was
that it would carry the neavy produce, such as wool and
wheat, from the north-woat btablelands to the coast at Coff's
Harbour, and would also lead to a Dig intep-change of district
produce. '

i

Since the commencement of the line two very important
factors must be taken into consideration so far as probable
freight is coneernede. The Government has definitely
decided to erect a terminal silo at Wewcastle, and this will
mean that the whole of the wheat mrown on the north will
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undoubtedly come to that centre. Again, owing to the
enterprise of many northern pasteralists and business
people, Newcastle has definitely been established as
a stock and wool selling centre, and last season some
24,000 bales of wool were disposed of there, and, it is
safe to say, that business will extend until vltimately
the bulk of the northern wool will go through this centre,
In consequence of this development it is doubtful whether
‘any wool or wheat could be diverted along the new route to
Coff's Harbour, and the new line would have to depend
entirely upon inter-district produce and passenger traffic,
Tt is doubtful if it would secure sufficient business to
enable the Commissioner to give an adequate daily service.

The Railway Authortties report against the completion
of the line, and do not subscribe to the statement that a
connection between the northern and coastal lines at this
point would facilitate the use of rolling stock,

The real question is how can we give adequate service
to the districts lying between Inverell, Guyra and the coast,
and in %this resard are there any products which. cannot be
earried by road transport provided proper road aeccess 18

‘given? An analysis of the traffic would show that in

times of drought there may be some movements of large stock
and sheep going to agistment, but, apart from this, there is
very 1little that could not be carried by motor vehicle, and,
‘ provided the road connection is given, whatever trade is

1 i likely between these points, including that of timber,

| é should be fairly economically handled by road, and, inciden-
| ! tally, a road connecting Inverell, Guyra, Dorrigo and Coff's
Havbour would act as a feeder to three great rallway
systems « the northewest at Inverell, New England at Guyra,
and the north coast at Glenreagh

a rate that it seems unwise to hasten with the construction
of a line of this kind until we see more snbility in the

means of transporte. Tt is still brue that for the long haul
the railway line is pre-eminent and can handle bulk goods at a
much lower freight rate. It is equally evident that on the
short haul, and for feeder purposes, road transport is very
efficient and flexible, and certainly can givce the mors
continuous service, WHth the improvement in the crude oil
end compression ignition engine it is certain that there will
Ye a very big reduction in running costs of voad vehicles, and
it must always be borne in mind that a great portion of
passenzer traffic will travel by private vehicle, and,
judging from the position overseas, the aeroplane will also
play an important part in this connsection,

\
1 i
The development of modern transport is moving at such |

As one who has consistently advocated these cross
country connections I feel diffident in definitely recommending
against a proposal which, undoubtedly, should have been
carried to.a successful termination years agos but I feel _ .
that under the present circumstances, and taking into
consideration the State as a whole and the service of thes#
particular districts, it is possible to stay our hand 8o
far as this rallway is concerned, provided we talte steps
o econstruct a propér road connsctions

oA In ovder that Cabinet should have the fullest
snformation I have obtained a réport from the Comm.ssicher
L ‘ for Main“Roaddy who informs me. that theré is already a main
V road between Inverell and Guyrsa, and that the cost of the
necesshry new construction, widening and general improvement
of existing roadways to provide a direct connection between
Guyrd and Coff's Harbour - a distance of 682 miles = would be
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approximately £160;000, or about £42,000 mov'e th@h"one yearts
estimated loss on. the proposed railway., The Commlssioner
also reports thatj in his opinion, such rodd communication

would meet the transport requirements. of the count¥y by
‘serving for many years to come. ’

Having carefully considered the whole of the
civeumstances I am of opinion that the immediate constructlon
of the proposed roadway, together with arrangements for
future maintenance, would be the soundest proposition, and,
in consequence, I recommend this course, The work could
be carried out as unemployment relief, and would provide
work for a number of people, and, although those who have
had the construction of this railway in their minds for
many years will be disappointed, I feel sure if the
Govemment embarks on the road construction immedliately
it will not be long before they realise the soundness of
our declsion.

GASING IO BONALBO RAILNAY.

. ThHis rvallway has a length of 41 miles 71 chains,
The eéstimated cost in 1929 was £949,516, and the annual
1088 18 estimated abt £40,000,  One Hundred Thousand odd
pounds was ‘gpent on comstruction work prior to its '

abandonment.

‘  The agitation fopthis line goes bask many years,
snd originally the proposal was a through routs from .- -

Tenterfield to Casino llnking the Tableland with thé Coast.
This line if it had been built would have chinged thé whole
development of the State, but it was néver dpproved of by
any Government, and owing to the growing settlement at ﬁge
head. of the Clarence the Casino Bonalbo connection was _
concentrated on, and ultimately approved of, Thig line
would not constitute a through route to Tenterfileld as

the Bonalbo line is too far north of the direct route, and,
if a line were ever built to Tenterfield and the north-west,
then the Bonalko par tion would become a spur line. It has
been suggested. that the line, having reached Bonalbo, might
be extended on to Killarney in Queensland, but there seems
to have been no reason for this. So that the line sasctually
approved of and commenced was & spur line designed to give
aceess to the country lying around Bonalbo and embracing '
the whole of the Upper Clarence,

Since the abhandonment of this work the Government
and the Main Roads Department have carried out extensive
road works which have materially altered the position so
far as this area is concerned. The New England Highway
has been practically completed right from Tenterfield
along the Queensland Border junctloning with the Queensland
system at Mount Lindesay, and this road gives an outlet
into Queensland at both Killarney and Mount Lindesay
within easy reach of thelr railway systems, and, of course,
a through route either south or north. .

Under the Clarence Valley Developmental work
carried out under the Unemployment Relief Scheme another
route has been built from the Highway junctioning with
the Kyogle~Beau Desert-Brisbane Railway at Grevillia, and
this gives an outlet for the country around Woodenbong,
Urkenville and along the Upper Richmond, A Developmental
Road has been built from the Tenterfield«Casino Trunk
road into Bonalbo, and 1s now being cohtinued up through
Urbenville to Woodenbong to meet the New England Highway
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and proposals are already in train to
road betwsen the Tenberfields-

So that isolation of thils
particular district has been overcome by road development,
products of this
distriet - butbter and timber - cannot be effectively
handled by road, always, of course, bearing in mind the
road transport as against ralle
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Chamber of Commerce
but, after placing the
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and Teyki Shires at which a resolubion was carried
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completion of this line, and,

of roads in preference to the
in my opinion, now that we

have definitely embarked on a plan of road development
of this areaz, it would be more sconomical to continue

development by road.

The Railway Commissioner

line, and, it is quite evident that

reports against the
the use of the road has

become so mueh a part of the daily life of the neople,
that it is unlilkely thet they would wholly go over to rall

trangport,

At the same time it is quilte evident that

unless the existing roads are strengthened and surfaced,

the Kyogle-Beau Desert line, the local

would be quite unable, as they

In order to
road point of view, I
Comnissioner for MHain

e distance from Casino to

consists of ordinary macadam oOr
variable widthe In the absence of
information as would be afforded by
investigation on the ground,
to lay down 2
would cost in round figures
would provide for the strengthening
for the widening of that base to 18
curves, and for the placing thereon
bituminous drag surface course, and
spread over a period of two years.

¢ £130,000, it may be noted
submitted by the Rallway

given as vew
Eatimated annual revenue
Tstimated annual expenditure
Estimated nett annual loss
cluding interest at 53%)
Tt is not known exactly what amount
the railway construction work
carried outb,
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Tmmediately out from Casino,

in position and in the eatimate of

so Tar
nor can it definitely be stated to whatb
extent that construction could be used for moafd PUrPOSES.
however, the plers and
sbutments of a reinforced concrete bridgze have been placed
£130,000 provision has

and other roads of access built to connect this area with

governing bodies

; are at present, to stand up
! to the cost of road construchbion and malntenance.

cive Cabinet an alternative from the
have had a report prepared by the
Roads, which 1s as followsi=

the Bonalbo Turnoffl

on the Trunk Road is approximately 28% miles, of whieh
a length of about 7 miles has been surfaced, the balance
gravel construction of

sueh complete
a survey and close

it has been e stimated that
pavement to the standard width of 18 fb.
£130,000,

Thig expendliture
of the existing base,
ft.,, increased ob
of a 23" premixed
the work would be

"ps compared with thils estimated expenditure of
that in the anrual report
Commiss loners fur the year 1930,
the estimated cost of the Casino-Bonalbo Rallway was

£949,516
£7,000
£9,520
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been made for adding the super=structure to such _
width as will render 1t suitable for raod reqguiroments.
Tt may be found practicable to wtilise the railway
formation for a very short distance at one or two

other points, but generally it will be found more advane

~ tageous and more economical to adhéere to the already

consclidated. road bed, should such a road be provided
then it is thought that thers would be no furthey

nead to consider the connectioh of Casino and Bonalbo
by rail, as a surfaced road will ve available

between the two points, the total length of which

will be 43 miles.

"Tn giving considération to the guestion of
the provision of funds, it might be borne in mind that
with the expenditure of approximately £264,000 on the
development of the Upper Clarence valley lying to’
the north of the Trunk Road, by road construetiga,
there will be a very considerable increase in the
traffic brought on to the Trunk Road, which will make
it essential in any caseé to strengthen snd improve
that road, Then again, this Department has submitied
s recommendation to the Unemployment rélief Counail
for the provislon of additional moneys, in expenditure
of which it is proposed to develop, DY road constructlon,
the Upper Clarence Valley south of Trunk Road No. 64
from the vicinity to Tabulam to Baryugil, from which
point a main road exlsts to Grafton, With the cont-
pletion of the Tabulam~Baryugil section and the
throwing open of the country, further additional
tpraffic will be ‘brought on to the Trunk Road as the
general trend will be to the rail head at Casinoa
This proposed further developmental expenditure may
necessitate within the next two years the reconstructlon
of that portion of the Trunk Road lying between
Tabulam and the Bonalbo Turn-off. This would involve,
in all probability, an additional amount of £40,000
to £45,000.

Mgith a possible expenditure therefors of
£170,000 to £175,000 the whole length of this main artery of
traffic, from the rapidly growing district surrounding
Tabulam, Bonalbo, Ewingar, etces, to the rail head at
Casino will be brought up to such a condition as will
enable it to carry the concentrated traffiec that must be
anticipatéed from the expenditure of the “unds g5 far made
availlable, and those which are yet to be providude

"I think there can be no guestion whatever that
this roed should be reconstructed in the interests of
one of the most fertile areas of the State and of the
rapidly increasing population due to developmental works
at present in progress; and it might be further stated
that the road with its connections will better -srve the
ares than would a line of railway from Casino to Bonalbo,

emitting from consilderation altogether the fact that it

forms part of the through road from the Coast to the
mablelands and the North-Western Slopes -and Plains.”

From the feregoing report it can be seen that an

expenditure of about £175,000, together with en annual
contributionto be détermined later for maintenance, the
expepditure of £800,000 on the railway can be saveds
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There are other road connections that could be considered
later on which would bring the traffic from other parts

of this district on to the Casino-Kyogle-Beau Desert

line, but more will be known of these when the Lopo-
graphical survey of the Upper Richmond has been completed,

To sum up in connection with both the CGuyra-
Dorrigo and Casino~Bonalbo proposals, the completion of
these lines would cost nearly £3,000,000 with an
estimated annual loss of £160,000.

To adopt the road proposals a very good service
by road could be given to both places for the expenditure
of a sum of £450,000 and an annual maintenance contribu-
tlon of £10,000 or £12,000. '

Under all the circumstances I recormend that
the road work be proceeded with as soon as possible, and
that an announcement be made to the effeect that this is
being done. ’

M. . BRUXNER

Minister for Transporte
24th September, 1935.
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